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Functionalism and Conflict Theory
Reasons for economic inequality in society- Functionalists
Functionalists view economic inequality positively. They believe that all communities are unequal and that stratification is essential in society. They have an organic analogy that all the members of the society work together for the common good all. Functionalists believe that social inequality is brought about by the difference in the effort people put in various area. Those who work hard and are more talented get the best jobs with high income while those who are poor are poor because they did not work hard enough to eradicate poverty. Functionalists believe that social inequality cannot be avoided and it is functional for every society.
The function of education in society- Functionalists
According to functionalists, education plays a significant role for individuals and to the community at large. The functionalists view an education system as a positive and stabilizing institution. It teaches the students the appropriate skills required in society as well as help in developing these skills.  An education system also teaches values and norms to the members of the society especially the younger generations. An education system prepares the students for adulthood both academically and socially since it acts as a bridge between childhood and adulthood. The school provides a socialization platform for the students which lead to the maximum development of their potentials as well as helping the regulate their behavior. The students get an equal chance to develop intellectually thus preparing them for future working life at various levels in the economy. Education also teaches cognitive skills, evaluates and differentiates the learners according to how well they have learned the skills.
Conflict Theorists on economic inequality
Conflict theorists are convinced that economic inequality is as a result of a struggle for inadequate resources in society. There is a competition between different socioeconomic classes in society for these scarce resources. Functionalists view jobs with high income as a reward for hard work, but conflict theorists point out that people who do unskilled jobs are impelled to such kind of work because of social inequality. They firmly believe that the people who have low-income jobs could perform well in higher job positions. 
Conflict Theorists on the role of education
According to conflict theorists, an education system is a negative force on the society that supports and maintains social inequality that emerges from differences in social class, race, ethnicity as well as gender. For example, students from different socioeconomic classes do not get access to equal opportunities for education. Students from low socioeconomic status go to dilapidated schools with limited learning resources that focus on essential learning and obedience whereas students from higher status go to better schools with better resources that focus on preparing these students for higher learning. Contributes to the perpetuation of poverty. Conflict theorists also believe that education supports and maintains. They further believe that education is a preservation of power for those in power. The members in the society who belong to the upper classes are battling with those in the lower ones because they want to maintain their power and wealth. The society is majorly filled with people from the lower socioeconomic classes and minority backgrounds. 
Sources for Examples;
Wilcox 
Two schools located in suburban communities are selected for the study; Smith Elementary School located in the lower-middle class area of valley city and Huntington Elementary School that is located in a virtually upper-middle class neighborhood, Hillview. The classroom in Smith School was large and comfortable with four large tables instead of separate desks. The children were moving freely in the room, incorporated in both academic and non-academic activities. Class time varied between group work and individual class work at the various resource stations. There was constant interaction between the children and classroom discipline was relatively low. The Huntington class was relatively smaller than that of the Smith school class. The classrooms were orderly, quiet and productive. The children worked by themselves in individual desks, and there was minimal interaction between the children and restricted movement. The teacher stated that, “interactions between students would prevent the children from finishing their assignments and producing high grades”. This statement implies that in Huntington, the students are prepared for college just like the Conflict theory suggests.  In Smith school, external control mechanism was most dominant whereby the teacher is the sole authority, and the children follow the rules set by the teacher on what to do and how to behave. Commands such as “You have assignment, sit down and get busy” were used by the teacher. Direct praise and blame were also used such as “that’s good” or “No, that’s not right”. In Huntington on the other hand, the external mode of control was dominant whereby the children are expected to follow the rules and listen to directions. The teacher explained to them the reasons behind the rules and made them take responsibility for the failure to follow the rules. Consistent emphasis was put on the children’s responsibility for their class work and educational learning. The teacher throws responsibility at the children, constantly admonishing them to “play fair with yourself”, “use good judgment” or “use your time wisely” .The internal approach was also carefully employed when dealing with academic interactions. As the Conflict theory suggests, Lower-class classrooms are described as having tighter discipline and control than upper-class classrooms.
Lareau 
It is based on the parent's attempt to nature their children’s talents and including various important activities in these children’s lives. It is commonly exhibited in the middle class and upper-class American families. It is also designated by entitlement and ability to interact with social institutions. Children from middle-class social statuses miss out on leisure time and kith relationships, but they gain critical institutional advantages. This is in line with the Conflict theory that suggests that children from higher social status get prepared for college. Due to the constant concerted cultivation, they acquire skills that prove to be vital in their working life in the future just as the functionalists believe.
 Nieto
It explores the various theories regarding conditions that influence school success and failures. These theories assumed that children from low-income families were either culturally or genetically inferior to culturally dominant children from the middle class. These theories also argued that schools were responsible for failure because they produced the social and economic relations of society and thus leading to structural inequality (Ogbu, 1970, 247). According to the cultural mismatch theory, the mismatch between home cultures and school cultures leads to the failure of a large number of students. The resistance theory helped understand that students and their families are constantly engaged in some kind of resistance to the type of education to which they are exposed to. Resistance may either be positive or negative, and it may have consequences that are counterproductive to the students that are involved. Herb Kohl, in describing what he labels as students who refused to learn, has concluded, “Over the years I’ve come to side with them in their refusal to be modeled by a hostile society and have come to look upon not-learning as a positive and healthy in many situations”. The resistance can also lead to an essential awareness of the structural inequality and the desire to academically succeed to bring change in society.  Families play a significant role in the success of their children.
Mann
According to the Massachusetts theory, all people have the same chances for earning and related security of enjoying what they deserve. Universal education is the only thing that can counterwork the tendency of domination of capital and servility of labor (Mann, 1848). If one group posses all the education and wealth, then the ignorant and poor group will be subjects of the rich. Education is an equalizer of the conditions all men. It is a balance wheel of society. It prevents poverty and disarms the poor from hostility toward the rich. Moral education is as well a primary necessity of social existence. It is expressed in these few simple words: “Train up a child in the way he should go; and, when he is old, he will not depart from it”. There are a lot of methods of surrounding every child with respectable and moral influences as widely and effective as those under which the present hard working and trustworthy members of the society were natured. 

